XIII
IT was from Bengal that there came in
those critical days, when so much of what
British and Indians have since deplored
could have been averted, the cleverest
guidance. Under one Bengali leader's
suggestion enormous. emphasis was put
on the paucity of the British in India.
" You are so few," one of my young, semi-
seditious friends once said to me. " Yes/*
I replied, " we have given you the mini-
mum of tyrants and exploiters to be cross
about." Anon, there was a then eminent.
Bengali agitator who urged Indians to
violent action by saying that should they
all spit together the British in India would
be drowned. Thereupon I wrote a little
thing to the effect that organised expector-
ation was probably not the form in which
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